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1. a) Measure Words For People 
1) t / gè: for people in general: kids 
2) {iz / wéi: honorific measure word for people (showing respect): teachers 


3) 4 / ming: for people, especially when indicating a person's profession, often 
used in news reports or in writing. (more formal) 


1.1A 
bàngongshi li yOu san gè rén. 
deser A, 


There are three people in the office. 


mandarincorner.org 


Survival Chinese - Guide To Chinese Measure Words 
1.2A 


ta yóu ji gé háizi? 
i JV CT? 


How many children does she have? 


1.3A 
na wéi xiansheng shi wo de kehu. 
Zur Sne, 


That gentleman is my client. 


1.4A 
zhé wei láorén hén yóuyisi. 
XE ATRBGBAÀ. 


This old man is very interesting. 


1.5A 

jubaodao, yóu sàn ming nanzi shou le zhongshang. 
fie, A=BAT RS Bh. 

According to the news report, three men were badly injured. 


Note: This is a news report. 


1.6A 
wo bu rénshi na gè nánrén. 
EARTHS 


| don't know that man. 
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1.7A 


ta füqin shi wéi yóumíng de zuójia. 
JA Ss EL BAER. 
His father is a famous writer. 


Note: showing respect 


1.8A 
wo shi yi ming zuójia. 
RE- FA. 


| am a writer. 


1.9A 

ta shi yi ming sijI. 
wE Asli. 
She is a driver. 


Note: indicating a person's profession. 


1.10A 
zhé gè sit hén méi limao. 
"zip IE pr any, 


This driver is very rude. 


1.11A 

dajia dou hén xihuan zhé wéi láoshr. 
ABE ERG tu m 

Everybody likes this teacher. (formal and showing respect) 
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1.12A 


ni xihuan zhé gé láoshi ma? 
f EXT EMS? 
Do you like this teacher? 


Note: informal situation 


B. Measure Words For a Group (Two or Above) of People 
1) 8€ / qün: a group of (people) 
2) tK / hud: a group of (with negative connotation) 


3) Xİ / dui: people in pairs: couples, twins, etc. 


1.1B 

zhé dui qínglü zai gongyuán lí yu&hui. 
(ERAN TESE 

This couple is dating in the park. 
Note: unmarried couple. 


(I&1& is a common term for unmarried couples) 


1.2B 

zhé dui füqi jingcháng cháojià. 
jo X zx, 

This couple often quarrels. 


Note: married couple 
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1.3B 


ta shéng le yi dui shuangbaotai. 
gE f —XT RAAB. 


She gave birth to twins. 


1.4B 
yl oun haizi zai wan yóuxi. 
— BAF EIB. 


A group of kids are playing games. 


1.5B 
zhé hud rén bèi jingchá dàibü le. 
DKA RS SERT T. 


This group of people were arrested by the police. 


2. Measure Words For Animals 


1) H./ zhi: for animals in general (often small animals): dogs, birds, sheep, etc. 


2) & / tiáo: for animals whose shapes are long and narrow: fish, snakes, dogs 
(bigger), etc. 


3) SL / tóu: for livestock: pigs, cows, etc. 


4) UU / pi: for horses, mules, or donkeys. 


2.1 

zhé liáng zht xiáogóu tài ké'ài le! 
XX R/JMSUK T ! 

These two little dogs are so cute! 
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2.2 

ta yang le san tiao góu. 
thE T = RID. 

She has three dogs. (big dogs) 


2.3 
shu shang yóu yi zhi xiáoniáo. 
MLA-RANS, 


There is a bird in the tree. 


2.4 
ta yang le sanshi tou niu. 
th S =A. 


He has thirty cows. 


2.5 
zhé zhi yang zai chi cáo. 
MAFEIZE. 


This sheep is eating grass. 


2.6 
wo faxiàn le yi tiáo shé. 
REH FR. 


| found a snake. 
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2.7 


zhe pi ma pao de hén kuái. 
XL 2 $g (S RIR , 


This horse runs very fast. 


2.8 
ni cai zhé tou zhü you duo zhong? 
EE E 


Guess how much this pig weights? 


2.9 
wo diao dao le yi tiáo da yu. 
EVE TAA. 


| caught a big fish. 


3. Measure Words For Plants 

1) {R / ke: for plants (with roots): trees 

2) 2& / dud: for flowers (without branches and leaves) 
3) SR / shu: for flowers (in a bundle or a bunch) 

4) t$ / zhi: for flowers with stems intact 

5) F / pian: for flat objects: leaves, petals, etc 


6) 1& / gén: for long slender objects: tree branches 
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3.1 


ta toushang dai le yi duo hua. 
gS. Ry SARE. 


She is wearing a flower in her hair. 


3.2 
jintian tà shoudao le yi shu hua. 
ABUS T RIE. 


Today she received a bundle of flowers. 


3.3 

ta de wéihünfü songgéi le ta yr zh! méiguthua. 
WD KREE T ERIE o 

Her fiancé gave her a single rose. 


note: with a stem 


3.4 
zhe duo hua yóu ba pian huaban. 
IRAE A/\ A eH. 


This flower has eight petals. 


3.5 
wo xiang gen na ke shu pai zhang zhao. 
FQ AR PRABTR AN FHS AR . 


I'd like to take a photo with that tree. 
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3.6 


zheli yrgóng yOu duoshao ke shu? 
jx —HUB SUR? 


How many total trees are there here? 


3.7 
yi pian yézi diao zai le dishang. 
—FuU FE SIE, 


A leaf fell on the ground. 


3.8 
zhé gen shüzhi shang you ling zhi xiáoniáo. 
MRMREAM RS, 


There are two birds on this tree branch. 


4. Measure Words For Body Parts 
1) © / gè: for general body parts: noses 


2) R / zhi: for a single unit of a body part that comes in pairs: eyes, ears, hands, 
legs, etc. 


3) Bn / kē: for parts that are usually small and roundish: hearts, teeth, etc. 
4) 1& / gén: for long and thin body parts: fingers 
5) && / tiáo: for long, narrow and flexible body parts: tails 


6) 3X / shuang: for parts that come in pairs: eyes, hands, legs, etc. 
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4.1 
ta you yi zhi érduo shi long de. 
ht — HR HARE SER, 


She has one ear that is deaf. 


4.2 
ta you yi gè dà bízi. 
(UC ett XRT. 


He has a big nose. 


4.3 
ta you yi shuang dà yánjing. 
ht — NARA. 


She has a pair of big eyes. 


4.4 
ta you yi zhi yánjing shili hén cha. 
ht — HBREBTAZJ AR ZE 


She has one eye that has poor vision. 


4.5 
zhé tiáo góu yóu yi tiáo hén chang de wéiba. 
XRT9 rel 


This dog has a very long tail. 
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4.6 
ta zhang le yi ké zhuya. 
RR SAE RF. 


She developed a cavity. 


4.7 
ta zai yl ci chéhuó zhong shiqu le yi tiáo tui. 
It — JA IE APRA T — AE. 


He lost a leg in a car accident. 


4.8 
ta you yi ke shanliang de xin. 
t SE RAD. 


She has a kind heart. 


4.9 
ta you shi gen shóuzhr. 
tha TRE HB. 


He has ten fingers. 


4.10 
ta de liáng zhi jiáo dou shou le shang. 
ftt Rp DIS T (5. 


Both his feet are injured. 
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5. Measure Words For Vegetables And Fruits 

1) © / gè: general usage: apples, watermelons, etc. 

2) 1& / gen: for long and thin objects: bananas, cucumbers, etc. 
3) Bn / kē: for small and roundish objects: grapes, cabbages, etc. 


4) & / chuan: for objects that exist in bunches, clusters or strings: grapes 


5.1 
tā měitiān dōu chī yī gēn xiāngjiāo. 
WS kän AR, 


She eats a banana everyday. 


5.2 
wo mai le yi chuàn putao. 
RES — hae. 


| bought a bunch of grapes. 


5.3 
zhè kē pútao hěn suān. 
XA 65) (B 


This grape is very sour. 


54 
ni mái le ji gè níngméng? 
MRE T JVT Fr 


How many lemons did you buy? 
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5.5 
yi tian yr gè píngguó, yishéng yuanli wo. 
—K—T3EÉR, BELAR. 


An apple a day keeps the doctor away. 


5.6 
wo yao yi gè xigua. 
KE—T AM. 


| want a watermelon. 


5.7 
méiyi pian xigua dou hén tian. 
t — F Pa aR RH 


Every slice of the watermelon is sweet. 


5.8 
zhé ge xilanhua you duo zhong? 
jT P8458 SE? 


How much does this broccoli weight? 


5.9 
bá zhé gen huánggua qiechéng piàn. 
ERIRE MAH o 


Cut this cucumber into slices. 
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5.10 


zhe ké baicai hén xinxian. 
DOR ES Era 


This cabbage is very fresh. 


5.11 
wo xiang ba zhé liáng oe tüdóu zuó chéng tudouni. 
TAE T E EZB TE Sie. 


| want to use these two potatoes to make mashed potatoes. 


6. Measure Words For Food And Drinks 

1) IÈ / kuai: for pieces of food: meat, beef, cakes, etc. 

2) Hi / pian: for flat food items: bread 

3) ®© / gè: for general food items: eggs, bread, cakes, etc. 

4) 3& / dao: for cooked dishes 

5) M: / bei: a glass or cup of (water, coffee, etc.) 

6) tE / guàn: a can of (coke, beer, etc.) 

7) #8 / ping: a bottle of (water, coke, beer, etc.) 

8) 15 / fèn: for a full or a portion of a meal: breakfast, lunch, one fried egg, etc. 


9) t / dun: for the number of times of a set meal 


6.1 

wo mái le san kuai niüróu. 
RETIREN. 

| bought three pieces of beef. 
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6.2 
zhe dao cai kanqilai hén háochr. 
EB EE 


This dish looks very delicious. 


6.3 
wo jian le liáng gè jidan. 
RA TANIE. 


| fried two eggs. 


6.4 
ta baba géi ta mai le yr gè shengri dàngāo. 
(te ez S—TEA SE. 


His father bought a birthday cake for him. 


6.5 
zhe kuai dangao zhén haochi! 
JUR SEES ELI ! 


This piece of cake is so tasty! 


6.6 
wo è le, xiang chi yr pian mianbao. 
AXI, mz Hp. 


| am hungry and | want to have a slice of bread. 
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6.7 


zhé gè miànbao tài dà le, wó chi bu wan. 
MTHBAAT, E^. 


This loaf of bread is too big and | can't finish it. 


6.8 
wò kao le yixie binggan, ni yao buyao chang vi kuai? 
Kile SLT, (RET ERR 


| baked some cookies. Would you like to try one? 


6.9 
ni néng géi wo yi bei shui ma? 
IBEA X —M 7K IS? 


Can you give me a glass of water? 


6.10 
tamen dian le san guan kélé hé wu ping píjiü. 
EIJA T — i RADHA. 


They ordered three cans of coke and five bottles of beer. 


6.11 
wo jintian de záocan shi yi bei kaféi hé yt kuai binggan. 
CS BS 8 BME RF s 


My breakfast today is a cup of coffee and a cookie. 
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6.12 


wó mai le liang fèn zaocan, yi fèn shi géi ni de. 
RET MASE, MEIRI. 


| bought two breakfasts. One is for you. 


6.13 
wo yi tian chi san dun fan. 
RAZZ Hig. 


| eat three meals a day. 


7. Measure Words For Clothes And Accessories 
1) {4 / jiàn: for upper body clothing: shirts, coats, etc. 


2) & / tiáo: for long, narrow and flexible items: pants, dresses, scarfs, necklaces, 
etc. 


3) R / zht: for a single unit of items that come in pairs: shoes, earrings, etc. 
4) XX / shuàng: for items that come in pairs: shoes, socks, etc. 
5) Xf / dui: for items that are used in pairs but not necessarily the same: earrings 


6) E| / fü: for items that are used in pairs and for sets of things: gloves, glasses, 
earrings 


Note: both gl) / fü and Xf / dui can be used with earrings 
7) Ji / ding: for hats 
8) 2 / kuài: for watches 


9) A. / méi: for small-piece things: rings 
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7.1 
ni juéde zhe jian chenshan zénmeyang? 
URBES EAT TZ EB A FE? 


What do you think about this shirt? 


7.2 
zhé tiáo küzi tài dà le. 
RRVEFAXAT « 


This pair of pants is too big. 


7.3 
ta xiang mái yr tiáo báisé de qunzi. 
CHARA BNET. 


She wants to buy a white dress. 


7.4 
na yi shuang vie géng háokàn? 
DAR — XX St ee VP? 


Which pair of shoes looks better? 


7.5 
wo bu zhidao ling yi zhi xié qu nar le. 
TX AIDS 05 — HEEZSWIJLUT . 


| don't know what happened to the other shoe. 
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7.6 
ta zuótian mai le yr ding maozi. 
WERE T — MEF. 


She bought a hat yesterday. 


7.7 
tā wéi le yī tido wéijīn. 
wE T —KEM. 


She wore a scart. 


7.8 
ta chuan zhe yi jiàn fénhóngsé de waitao. 
ht ep — mZ BANS. 


She is wearing a pink coat. 


7.9 
ta géi ta mái le yi tiáo xianglian. 
IERSE TRTE, 


He bought a necklace for her. 


7.10 
wo xiang mái yt shuang xin wàzi. 
TXBSC— IAAF 


| want to buy a new pair of socks. 
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741 


zhé kuai shóubiáo hua le wo wu qian kuai qian. 
ARFRE T RAFIR. 


This watch cost me 5000 yuan. 


7.12 
zhè shi yi méi zuanshi jièzhi. 
pue BU BAL. 


This is a diamond ring. 


7.13 
zhé fu yánjing shihé wo ma? 
XX BR EROS S EX? 


Does this pair of glasses look good on me? 


7.14 
wÒ yao zhé dui / fü érhuán. 
KEMAH, 


| want this pair of earrings. 


8. Measure Words For House Items 
1) & / tiáo: for long, narrow and flexible items: towels 
2) Xf / dui: for items that are used in pairs but not necessarily the same: pillows 


3) R / zht: for a single unit of something that comes in pairs: pillows, chopsticks, 
etc 


4) JB. / bá: for things that have handles: combs, scissors 
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5) XX / shuang: for things that come in pairs: chopsticks 


6) 5K / zhang: for flat items: beds, tables 
7)  / miàn: for flat items: mirrors 


8) & / tai: for certain electrical equipments: televisions, refrigerators 


8.1 
máfan géi wo yi tiáo maojin. 
bing em. 


Please give me a towel. 


8.2 

zhé gé zhéntou hén shüfu. 

IX TAA AAR BF AR o 

This pillow is very comfortable. 


Note: for pillows that are not used in pairs, use the measure word "7". 


8.3 
zhé shi yi dui zhéntou. 
XE WMA. 


This is a pair of pillows. 


8.4 


zhé shi yi zhi zhéntou. 
ME HL. 


This is a pillow. (a pillow from the pair) 
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8.5 
wó mai le liang bá shüzi. 
RE S WELT. 


| bought two combs. 


8.6 
ni néng jié wo yi bá jiándao ma? 
(UK BETE Ex — 1553 7J13? 


Can you lend me a pair of scissors? 


8.7 
tamen zhi you yi bá san. 
ftl] —183, 


They only have one umbrella. 


8.8 
ni néng zai géi wo yi shuang kuaizi ma? 
(REEFS 25 3X — RFS? 


Can you give me another pair of chopsticks? 


8.9 
diannao zai na zhang zhuozi shang. 
FRADE ABSK Se T. E. 


The computer is on that table. 
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8.10 


wo xianzai Zui xUyao de shi yi zhang chuang. 
RIE Ee Fs 22H oke, 


What | need the most right now is a bed. 


8.11 
tamen zai giang shang gua le san mian jingzi. 
III ERE oer, 


They hung three mirrors on the wall. 


8.12 
wo xuyao yi tái xin de dianshi. 
ees 22 — GUNT FRAU, 


| need a new television. 


8.13 
ta hén xiang mái yi tái bingxiang. 
Wh ARAS SL Buk Fa. 


She really wants to buy a refrigerator. 


9. Measure Words For Vehicles, Planes, And Boats 
1) 4 / liàng: for vehicles: taxis, bicycles, trucks, etc. 
2) 38 / jià: for planes 

3) & / tiáo: for boats 


4) DÉI sou: for boats or ships (usually big boats) 
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9.1 
zhé liang huóche chaozai le. 
jd EBEN. 


This truck is overloaded. 


9.2 
ni néng bang wo jiào yi lang chüzüche ma? 
UK BE AB eg c T8 2E 3? 


Can you help me call a taxi? 


9.3 
ta baba géi ta mái le yi liàng zixíngche. 
WEERLE SATS. 


Her father bought a bicycle for her. 


9.4 
zuotian you yt jià féijt zhuihui le. 
BEA 28 KALA T 


There was an airplane crashed yesterday. 


9.5 
women xiang zü yi tiáo chuan. 
4114878 — Rh 


We want to rent a boat. 
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9.6 


zhe shi yi sou huóchuán. 
XE HS PA BB 


This is a cargo ship. 


10. Measure Words For Buildings, Rooms, Businesses And Schools 


1) X / jià: for business establishments: companys, supermarkets, restaurants, 
hospitals, factorys, etc. 


2) Ft / sud: for schools 

3) [8] / jian: for rooms 

4) Æ / tao: for sets of buildings: apartments that have many rooms 
5) t / dong: for buildings 


6) Æ / zuó: for mountains, buildings, and similar immovable objects: temples, 
bridges, etc. 


10.1 
zhé jia chaoshi de dongxi hén piányi. 
IX Rta THAN AR PST REC. 


This supermarket's products are very cheap. 


10.2 
zhé jia canting de cai wéidao hén hao. 
XRT BI SERES A 


The dishes in this restaurant are very good. 
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10.3 
ta zai zhe jia yryuàn gongzuo. 
ft EXER ECT fF. 


He works in this hospital. 


10.4 
zhé sud xuéxiào zónggóng you sanshi jian jiaoshi. 
EE E WOEN EH 


This school has a total of 30 classrooms. 


10.5 
ta kai le yr jia gongcháng. 
ITT, 


He opened a factory. 


10.6 
ta shi zhé jia gōngsī de jingll. 
GE IX ARS Bi) AYA , 


She is this company's manager. 


10.7 
zhé tao gongyt you ji jiàn woshi? 
RBA BALES? 


How many bedrooms in this apartment? 
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10.8 


ni de gongs! zai na yi dong dasha Ii? 
Del H JR ER? 


Which building is your company in? 


10.9 
zhé zuó dà qiáo hén yóumíng. 
IXBAMRA S. 


This bridge is very famous. 


10.10 
wo qu guó zhé zuó miao. 
KAW IX Ia 


| have been to this temple. 


11. Measure Words For Nature 
1) 1m / chang: for events and happenings, natural phenomena: rain, snow, etc. 


Note: when used as a measure word for rains or other natural phenomena, it is a 
second tone instead of the usual third tone. 


2) i& / dao: for long and narrow objects: rainbows, lightening, etc. 
3) R£ / zhén: for events or states of short duration: wind 

4) Æ / zuó: for mountains, buildings, and similar immovable objects 
5) & / tiáo: for rivers 

6) 2& / dud: for clouds 


7) Hi / pian: for a strech of land, a water surface, etc.: forests, deserts, etc 
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11.1 
jintian zaoshang xia le yr chang yu. 
SXS8 ETT—HR, 


It rained this morning. 


11.2 
jinnián dongtian zhi xia le yr chang xué. 
SOTERARRNI-—HE, 


This winter it only snowed once. 


11.3 
kan! tianshang you yi dao cáihóng! 
A! XES8—BEITI 


Look! There is a rainbow in the sky! 


11.4 


yi zhén feng bá ta toufa chut luan le. 
—fERUEMARRAL TS « 


A gust of wind messed up her hair. 


11.5 
zhé zuo shan háibá san qian mi. 
XB UR — F2. 


This mountain's altitude is 3000 kilometers. 


mandarincorner.org 


28 


Survival Chinese - Guide To Chinese Measure Words 
11.6 


wo jià füjin yóu vi tiáo hé. 
TRIN DES AR. 


There is a river near my home. 


11.7 
na duo yun zhang de yóudián xiang yi zhi dongwu. 
PABKEA MRR. 


That cloud looks a little bit like an animal. 


11.8 
qiánmiàn you yt pian senlín. 
BUB — Hartt, 


There is a forest in front of us. 


12. Measure Words For Works Of Art 

1) 0B / fü: for paintings 

2) 5K / zhang: for flat objects: photos, 

3) fm / pian: for articles (a completed piece of writing) 
4) © / gè: for general usage: sentences, words 

5) & / shóu: for songs and poems 

6) $J / feng: for letters 


7) AS / bén: for books 
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12.1 


zhé liáng fu hua shi shui hua de? 
3X PS ee Be TRE A? 


Who did these two paintings? 


12.2 
wO xiaoshihou zhi pai guo yi zhang zhaopian. 
Tx] NT REEL SBR o 


When | was a child, only one photo was taken of me. 


12.3 
zhé pian wénzhang xié de feicháng hao. 
Xie CS 53 (Sd E tS d 


This article is very well written. 


12.4 
ni néng yong zhé gè ci zào yi ge jüzi ma? 
{RAEFAIX T is38— T 8) 13? 


Can you make a sentence with this word? 


12.5 
wo zhi hui chang yi shou ge. 
LES ERK. 


| can only sing one song. 
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12.6 


wo wei ni xié le yi shóu shi. 
RAMS T-A. 


| wrote a poem for you. 


12.7 
wo juéde zhé pian xinwén baodao kénéng shi jide. 
Teo 4 1X es T TRE RT BE xe ERY e 


| think that this news report might be fake. 


12.8 
ta shoudao le yi feng xin. 
GH T —348. 


She just received a letter. 


12.9 
wo zai wangshang mái le yi bén shü. 
Fx teh ESL AH, 


| bought a book online. 


13. Measure Words For Office Items 


1) & / tái: for certain electrical equipments: computers, printers 
2) x / zhi: for slender objects: pens 
3) © / gè: for general objects: folders, calculators 


4) 35K / zhang: for flat objects: paper 
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13.1 
wo xuyao yi tái xin de diannao. 
3x58 22 — GUNT FL 


| need a new computer. 


13.2 
wo you liáng tái diànnáo, dàn liáng tái dou huai le. 
RAMSE, (NOST. 


| have two computers, but both are broken. 


13.3 
ni néng jié wo yi zhi bi ma? 
(RAE TX — Sz E15? 


Can you lend me a pen? 


13.4 
wo xuyao yi Oe jisuandi. 
BEEN. 


| need a calculator. 


13.5 
ni yao na yi gè wénjiànjia? 
VS — T SC UE? 


Which folder do you want? 
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zhé tái dáyinji zhiliang tai cha le! 
RAT MASA TS! 


This printer's quality is very bad! 


13.7 
mafan zai géi wo yi zhang zhi. 
RIS 28 X — SRL 


Please give me another piece of paper. 


14: Measure Words For Actions 
1) iX | ci: to indicate the number of times of an action 
2) iti / tàng: for a round trip 


3) F / xia: to indicate the number of times of an action (in a casual tone) or for 
actions that are fast and short. 


4) RI biàn: for actions, once through 


14.1 
shanggeyue women kai le liáng ci hui. 
ETA RIA T IR. 


Last month we had two meetings. 


14.2 

wo gen ta chi guo yi ci fan. 
JR RB IT — JS 

| had a meal with her. 
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14.3 
wo xiàwü déiyao qu yi tang yinhang. 
fX FERARI. 


| need to make a trip to the bank this afternoon. 


14.4 
wo gang hui le yi tang láojia. 
RAIE T HIER. 


| just took a trip to my hometown. 


14.5 
wo xuyao xiüxi yl xia. 
RaRa F. 


| need to rest a little bit. 


14.6 
ni néng guólái yT xia ma? 
(RAE IR— FIB? 


Can you come over here for a minute? 


14.7 
ni néng zai shuo yi biàn ma? 
(UBER hg mlg? 


Can you say that again? 
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14.8 
zhége shipin wo kan le san bian. 
IX MURR T ZE., 


| watched this video three times. 


—— The End —— 
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